
 

 

2018 NCRSP State Convention Summary:  

School Safety & Compassion 

  

School safety and concern for youngsters loomed large at the NCRSP’s 2018 State 

Convention in Winston-Salem on March 14-15.  

 More than 300 delegates gathered at the Marriott Winston-Salem to ponder school safety 

and support the NC Foundation for Public School Children. They approved two new business 

items that voiced opposition to arming educators with guns and called for a whole list of gun 

control measures, including: universal background checks and a minimum age of 21 for gun 

buyers, a ban on high capacity gun magazines, limiting all gun purchases to licensed gun dealers, 

and greater resources for treatment of the mentally ill. They also used a Silent Auction and a 

friendly competition between the regions to raise thousands of dollars for the NC Foundation for 

Public School Children. The Foundation provides clothes, medicine, eyeglasses and a host of other 

needs for public school children who lack basic necessities that other children take for granted. 

 Almost 260 attendees gathered for the Recognitions Banquet on Wednesday night. They 

were entertained by the Regan High School Jazz band and witnessed awards for high achievement 

in various areas including what used to be called “Gold Star” work and legislative advocacy. The 

Silent Auction and the 50/50 drawing garnered almost $3,000.00 for the NCFPSC.  The 

Community Service Committee noted more than $9 million in community service hours across the 

state. (See related story in this edition.) 

 In addition to the two New Business Items on gun control, the Representative Assembly 

overwhelmingly approved two items that: 

• urged Local Unit presidents to ask their members to sign up to receive their copies of the 

PANORAMA via e-mail, rather than in hard copy. This could save NCRSP substantial 

amounts of money if more members get their PANORAMA in digital format, and 

• urged Local Unit presidents seek representation on the local NCAE political action 

committees that recommend endorsements for candidates for public office. (Note that 

NCRSP does not endorse candidates.)  

 

 Speaking of NCAE, that organization’s president, Mark Jewel, brought greetings to the 

Representative Assembly and gave a rousing speech urging all NCRSP members to be active in 

the upcoming primary and general elections. He cited a long list of abuses that the current majority 

in the General Assembly has imposed on the public schools, including: cuts to teacher (and state 

employee) benefits, cuts to per capita school funding, and appropriations to voucher schools that 

drain money from public schools. He said the majority party’s veto-proof lock on the General 

Assembly must be broken. 

  

Approximately nine vendors offered everything from group travel information to scarfs, 

earrings and perfume. Attendees who evaluated the meeting said they liked the variety of vendors 
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and called on the NCRSP to recruit even more for the next State Convention. Visit Winston-Salem 

handed out Moravian cookies, and other vendors offered free items also. 

 

 The Rev. Willie Ramey III and Ms. Linda Gunter ran unopposed for the offices of NCRSP 

President and Vice President and were elected by acclamation. The same was true for Vera Taylor 

and Ira LaVerne Reed, who ran unopposed for Treasurer and Recording Secretary. Vice President 

Rev. Willie Ramey III presented outgoing President Joan K. Bass with a framed letter of 

appreciation for her service to the organization along with flowers and a monetary gift, collected 

by those in attendance, for all the miles traveled to regional and local unit meetings.  Joan thanked 

the members for their support throughout her two-year term (which ends June 30) and called on 

all officers and members to support the new officers who will take the reins of leadership on July 

1. 

 

 The 2019 State Convention will be held April 4-5 at the Sheraton Imperial Hotel & 

Convention Center in Durham. This is a familiar venue and readily accessible from most parts 

of the state.  NCRSP met there in 2017 and 2015.     

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

 


